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The Concept of the Rights Based
Approach to Development

The RBA focuses on the human person,

Every person as the holder of human right should
benefit from the development process,

Development encompass all areas of national life such
as health, environment, housing, education,
enhancement of people’s capabilities, and widening of
their choices

RBA refers to the process and the outcome of
development,

Participation in development is a right that originates
from the human rights,

The concept is based on the human rights,




The Moral and Legal Imperatives
to Apply RBA — Human Rights

At the heart of the concept there is the human person
whose human rights and dignity should be protected,

Based on the human rights covered in several
international treaties and declarations:

— Universal Declaration on Human Rights of 1948,
— International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

— Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women,

UN Declaration on the Right to Development of 1986
World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna (1993)
EU Treaty and the Cotonou Agreement

The Five Inter — Connected
Principles Forming the Core of
RBA:

1. Explicit, accurate use of the international human
rights framework;

2. Empowerment as a precondition for effective
participation - as of right;

3. Participation in development decisions - as of right;

4. Non-discrimination and prioritisation of groups
vulnerable to human rights violations; and

5. Accountability of duty-bearers to rights-holders.




RBA as a Practical Approach —
the Development Cooperation

Development cooperation is a framework practically
realising the right to development

Realization requires the effort from the states and non
— states actors,

RBA means integration of the obligations into all
policies, budgets and programmes,

RBA goes beyond the bilateral or multilater relations
between institutions or governments - calls for the
effective and adjusted consultation and participation
mechanisms that guarantee the power of decision
making.

LEAT — Lawyers Environmental
Action Team

Mbagala (Dar eslz\églgfgn%la Case StUdy

Karibu Textile Mill (KTM)
Polution of the Kizinga River




LEAT — Lawyers Environmental
Action Team
Mbagala Case study

Support for community
(October 12th, 2008)
Facilitation of next steps:
—Water analysis
—Check impact on health
—Creation of the committee
—Letter to KTM
—Advocacy with local authorities
—Protest to the Regional Commissioner
—Case in the Court

RBA As a New Opportunity
in Development Cooperation
(IHRN)

Greater legitimacy through policies linked to universal
minimum agreed standards of international law,

Greater empowerment and participation as of right;
linking development and legal entitlements,

Greater relevance by focusing on powerlessness and
social exclusion — moving from the realm of charity to
one of obligation,

Greater impact and sustainability - ensuring that
human rights protection incorporated into development,
Greater accountability through clarity regarding duties

and normative clarity and relevant treaties.




The Compliance of the Polish Aid
Programme with the RBA
principles
Principle 1: Explicit, Accurate Use of the International
HR

The Polish Development Cooperation Strategy, does
include the protection of human rights in the strategic tasks
but not in the priority areas of action,

Does not specify any legal document or any interpretation
regarding the human rights,

The program of Polish Aid 2008 links the promotion of
human rights only in case of Belarus and Afghanistan,

The definitions of human rights are not consistent though(in
case of Belarus - economic and social advance, In case
Afghanistan - national institution).

The Compliance of the Polish Aid
Programme with the RBA

Principle 2: Empowerment ap & iRegob@glition for
Effective Participation

Empowerment not mentioned as an objective in the
Strategy, neither explicitly addressed in the Polish Aid
Program 2008,

The relation with the right — holders is perceived as roles
and responsibilities between the governments,

Lack of the operational level in regard to the principles of
responsibility and ownership,

Procedures for establishing country priorities does not allow
the potential beneficiaries to influence or shape the aid
priorities of 2008 - aid strategies are lacking,

The capacity building of the NGO sector in the partner
countries, especcially in case of Subsaharan Africa is
practically not addressed.




The Compliance of the Polish Aid
Programme with the RBA
Principle 3: Participation in DekiiGppiest Decisions

The Strategy of 2003 does not refer to the principle
of participation, neither does the Polish Aid Program 2008,

Limited interpretation of the ownership principles — the
responsibility of Southern government for the development
policies, strategies and coordination of development
activities,

No information or guidance how will the quality of
partnership be verified in the NGO projects,

The Social Watch report indicates that Poland does not
have bilateral strategies with any of the priority countries
(Country Strategy Papers),

None of the documents, refers to the national or local
consultation mechanisms allowing the participation of the
communities or civil society groups.

The Compliance of the Polish Aid
Programme with the RBA
principles
Principle 4: Non-discrimination and Prioritisation of
Vulnerable Groups

Lack of poverty focus - the continent that requires most of
the aid from the developed countries is still Africa,

Resources available for subsaharan Africa constitute less
then 3% of the Polish billateral aid in 2007,

The lack of attention to the women rights in programming,

Country priorities addressing the specific groups defined
arbitrary without justification.

No official information which data is used to define the aid
strategy and priorities - it does not allow for a proper
disaggregation.




The Compliance of the Polish Aid
Programme with the RBA
principles
Principle 5: Accountability

Lack of the complete, updated and accessible information
about strategies, programs, plans and expenditures,

Lack of accountability in terms of volume — the fulfiiment of
obligation to raise ODA to 0,17% of the GNP in 2010 under
question,

No official data is public on how the task of implementaing
evaluation system was realized,

No specific benchmarks for measuring the progress in
terms of accountability,

The evaluation of the development programs is very limited
and information is not public, accountability is not ensured.

Strategic approaé:ﬁo!imé %Q&QWWQ&E rooted

in human rights framework,

Communication channels to ensure the ownership
and fulfilment of the right to development, well —
organised dialogue with partners form the South
I.e. government, NGOs, and representatives of the
vulnerable groups,

The long — term development priorities  of the people
in the Southern countries defined for every country
receiving Polish aid in line with country strategies,

Clear evaluation procedures , taking into account
RBA principles and accountability measures i.e.
complete and timely reporting to the right holders
including partner governments, communities, groups
as well as feedback and consultation mechanisms with

thom




Key Challenges in applying the
RBA

Complexity of the right to development,

Technocratic or instrumentalised policy setting and
programming,

Participation not seen as a human right and
inadequately applied in the policies and programming,
Weak capacity to undertake RBA programming,

Absence of capacity-building and support from
specialised focal points,

Lack of clarity regarding the core meaning of RBA,

The view that poverty is by definition addressed by
economic growth.

As the UN Human Development Report
2000 states: "Poverty eradication is a
major human rights challenge of the 21st
Century. A decent standard of living,
adequate nutrition, health care, education
decent work and protection against
calamities, are not just development goals

- they are also human rights".
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