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Turning points
1957 Treaty of Rome
1964 1st Younde
1968 GSP (GATT )
1973 enlargemnt=>
1975 Lome1 (STABEX), LOME2 
(SYSMIN)
1989 Washington Consensus

1992 Maastricht Treaty
2000 MDGs/Cotonou Agreement
=>EPAs

 Coherence in the EU
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RoO (Rules of Origin) and
fisheries trade

What are RoO for?

1) To ensure that preferences provide developmental 

benefits to recipient country

2) A tool of EU domestic commercial policy

EU RoO are a ‘ticket of entry’ for ACP fish products and

serve as a major barrier to market access and serve as a major barrier to market access and 
associated industry developmentassociated industry development !!



Origin certificated by exporters in 
beneficiary country (firms must be pre-
registered by the Competent Authority).

Certificates of origin to be provided by 
Competent Authority in beneficiary country.
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At least 75% of crew are nationals of 
beneficiary or EC country

At least 75% of crew (including Master and 
officers) are nationals of beneficiary or EC 
country

Crew 
requirements

* registered in and flaggedby beneficiary or 
EC country.
*At least 50% ownership of vessel by 
nationals of beneficiary or EC country, or 
they are owned by companies which have 
their head office and their main place of 
business in the beneficiary country or EC
country and which are at least 50% owned 
by the beneficiary country, public entities of 
that country, nationals of that country or a 
EC country.
Fulfil crew requirements.

*registered in and flagged by beneficiary or 
EC country.
*At least 50% ownership of vessel by nationals 
of beneficiary or EC country, orby a company 
having head office in a beneficiary or EC 
country, whose manager(s), Chairman of the 
board and majority of board members are 
nationals of beneficiary or EC countriesand 
at least 50% of company capital is held within 
those countries.
*Fulfil crew requirements

Qualifying 
Vessels

The same1. is caught in ‘territorial waters’ (12 mile zone) 
or 2. is caught anywhere by ‘qualifying vessels’

Origination

Proposed GSP Fisheries ROOsPrevious GSP Fisheries ROOsRule or 
Procedure

Comparison of Existing and Proposed EU GSP Rules of Origin for Fish and Fisheries 
Products (2008)

Source: Fisheries Trade Briefing
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SANITARY & PHYTOSANITARY (SPS) SANITARY & PHYTOSANITARY (SPS) 
AGREEMENT AGREEMENT 

Source: Fisheries Trade Briefing



MIGRATION

European Council, 25/05/2009

brain gain or brain drain?

MDGs endangered?
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